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Wrong design

Pope Francis arrived in Erbil, the capital of the Kurdistan Region, on Sunday morning, March 7,
2021, and was welcomed by President Nichervan Barzani and Prime Minister Masrour Barzani and
other local officials. At Erbil Airport, he was shown six samples of commemorative stamps designed

for his trip to the region.

In this stamp In addition to not including Arabic as the first official language of Iraq on stamps, it
also has a fake map on it. The map on the stamp depicts the Iraqi Kurdistan region larger than
reality, and in addition to the western provinces of Iran (West Azerbaijan, Kurdistan, Kermanshah,

Ilam and parts of East Azerbaijan), the Kurdish parts of Syria and Turkey. It is included.

The stamp commemorating the pope’s trip to Iragi Kurdistan is depicted on the background of an

incorrect map of Kurdistan.

Following the issuance of this stamp, the Iranian Embassy in Baghdad, in contact with the Iraqi
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, strongly protested against this action by the Kurdistan Region and
called for the collection and correction of these stamps. Saced Khatibzadeh, spokesman for the
Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said in response to the issuance of a commemorative stamp by
the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, which lists parts of Iran as a "climate zone": "It is clear what is in the
public space.”" Published is against international principles and rules. The Islamic Republic of Iran,
while protesting to the Iragi government on this issue, has called for the immediate collection and

rectification of this unfriendly act.

On the other hand, the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs has protested against the issuance of
this stamp by the Iraqi Kurdistan Region and called on the regional government to respect the
territorial integrity of its country and at the same time provide an immediate explanation for this
action. The Turkish Foreign Ministry said in a statement: "We expect the officials of the Kurdistan
Regional Government to correct this gross error by issuing an immediate and transparent

statement." A statement from the Turkish Foreign Ministry described the move by the Iraqi



Kurdistan Region as a brazen move towards the unity of Iraq's neighbors. The Turkish Foreign
Ministry said in a statement: "Some officials in the Kurdish region of northern Iraq have stepped
out of their rugs and tried to use the pope's trip as an excuse to spread their fantasies about the
territorial integrity of neighboring countries." Abuse Iraq. Officials in the Kurdish region of
northern Iraq are better aware than anyone else of the consequences of such musical desires. We
are waiting for the immediate and transparent comments and answers of the officials of the Kurdish

region of northern Iraq in this regard.

Jotyar Adel, spokesman for the Kurdistan Regional Government, in response to the official protest
of Iran and Turkey against the map on the stamp, said: "The displayed designs are only suggestions
and none of them have been approved by the government for publication." . Expressing his
government's defense of Iraqi sovereignty, Jotyar Adel said: "A number of artists submitted their
proposals for this stamp to the Ministry of Transport and Communications, but their proposals
were for a purpose that was not approved by the government and the region, and those stamps."
They were just a series of suggestions. He added: "The KRG approves the proposals, taking into

account the constitution and the sovereignty of Iraq and other neighboring countries."”

The Iragi Turkmen Front condemned the act in a statement, saying: "We commemorate the KRG's
action in printing stamps on the occasion of the Pope's visit to Erbil, which includes a separatist
plan against the territorial integrity of Iraq, including the provinces of Kirkuk and Is Nineveh; We
condemn it as a direct threat to the security of Iraq, the region and the world. We urge the KRG
and the Kurdish political currents on the need to maintain security and unity in Iraq and not to
repeat the mistakes of the past, and remind them that the failure of measures such as the referendum
and the policy of confrontation has become clear to everyone. It is the territorial unity of the country
that will preserve the legitimacy of everyone's rights. The unity and sovereignty of the country is
an umbrella that brings together all the currents and groups that make it up. The plan released by
the Kurdistan Regional Government expresses the demands of the Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK), which has been identified as a terrorist group and is one of the agents of international

intervention in Iraq.
Islamic Republic News Agency
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